Crimea Tour   

By Brit_Radar_Dude
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(Based on the Crimea/Caucasus Tour by Mark “Shepski” Shepheard by Kind Permission)

Noteworthy Waypoints:

 2. Mig-19 Gate Guardian

 3. Simferopol Train Station

 7. Observatory Complex

 8. Large Railway bridge

 9. Malakhov Hill Battery

10. WW2 Yak-3 memorial

11. Malakhov Hill steps

12. Crimea War Museum-4th Bastion

13. Sailors Club

14. St. Vladimir Cathedral

15. Grafskaya Wharf

16. Admiral Nakhimov statue

17. Naval Headquarters

18. Naval Building

19. Monument to the Scuttled Ships 

20. Palace of Youth / Italian Yard 

21. Theatre

22. Hero City Obelisk

23. Konstantinov's Battery

24. Unknown monument

25. St. Nicolas Church

27. Sapun Gor WW2 museum

28->29 Charge of the Light Brigade

33. Vorontsov Palace (19th C)

34. Swallows Nest Restaurant

36. Khans Palace - Tartar (16th C)

37. FC Tavriya Locomotiv Stadium

39. Sudak Castle - Genoese(14th C)

40. The Rock with a Hole in it

42. Pivnichno-Krymskyi Canal

44. Offshore Oil Platform

45. Offshore Oil Platform

46. Offshore Oil Platform

47. Offshore Oil Platform

There are a further 3 Oil Platforms off the North-Western coast of the Crimea. These are marked on the map with Static Object ships.

LoBrief.

I have included a .BRF file containing details of the waypoints of interest, simply copy the .BRF file into your ...\lockon\missions folder.

If you dont already know about LoBrief, it is a neat utility that overwrites the graphics of the pilots legs inside your virtual cockpit with your flightplan / notes you have prepared. Very useful to be able to glance down in the game and see what the next waypoint is. 

( get it here - http://perso.wanadoo.fr/nicoleon/index_ev.htm ) 
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Background/ Real-Life photos for some of the Notable Waypoints.

Simpheropol Train Station   (waypoint 3)
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Malakhov Hill Battery   (waypoint 9)
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The Malakhov Hill was one of the bastions that formed the defenses of Sevastopol during the Crimea War. The tower was the only stone fortification, most of the defenses were earthworks, there were artillery batteries on either side of the tower. Both Admirals Nakhimov and Kornilov were mortally wounded on the Malakhov Hill during the Siege.

WW2 Yak-3 memorial   (waypoint 10)  

[image: image5.jpg]



This Monument is dedicated to to the Soviet airmen of the 8th Air Army who helped liberate Sevastopol in the Spring of 1944. 

Malakhov Hill steps   (waypoint 11)
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Crimea War Museum 4th Bastion   (waypoint 12)
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This Crimea War museum on the site of the 4th Bastion contains a 360( Panorama painting of the Seige of Sevastopol. Partly damaged during WW2, the surviving pieces wer evacuated in June 1942 on the last ship (the Tashkent) to leave the city. The painting was repaired / restored after the war using the surviving fragments, fortuanately there were photographic records plus the original artists preliminary sketches so the destroyed sections could be replaced. The work was done in time for the museums reopening in 1954.

Sailors Club   (waypoint 13)
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St. Vladimir Cathedral   (waypoint 14)
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Built in 1888, it is the burial place of the Black Sea Naval Commanders involved in the Crimean War defense of Sevastopol – Lazarev, Kornilov, Nakhimov and Istomin .

Grafskaya Wharf   (waypoint 15)
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Admiral Nakhimov statue   (waypoint 16)   and   Naval Headquarters   (waypoint 17)
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Admiral P. S. Nakhimov (1802 - 1855) One of the defenders of Sevastopol killed during the Crimea War.

The original statue was demolished in 1928 by the Soviet Government, but in the post-Stalin era a replacement was made in 1959.

Naval Building   (waypoint 18) and Monument to the Scuttled Ships   (waypoint 19)
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Judging by the flags, the Naval Building is Russian rather than Ukrainian Navy.

The Monument (built in 1905) commemorates the scuttling of 15 ships of the Black Sea fleet during the Crimea War across the entrance to Sevastopol harbour to prevent the British and French fleets from entering. Guns were taken off the ships and used during the Seige manned by sailors from the ships. Damaged during WW2, the Monument was restored in 1961. 

Palace of Youth / Italian Yard   (waypoint 20)
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The Palace of Youth actually faces inland, a section of the rear courtyard is now an upmarket restaurant  (The Italian Yard) with a view over the harbour.

Lunacharsky Theatre   (waypoint 21)

[image: image15.png]



A shot of the theatre and the steps in front of it.

Hero City Obelisk on Cape Khrustalny   (waypoint 22)
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Sevastopol was designated a Hero-City following the stubborn defense mounted against the Nazis during WW2.

Konstantinov's Battery   (waypoint 23)
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Artillery Battery  - one of several harbour defenses protecting Sevastopol during the Crimea War. Still in use as a military building.

St. Nicholas Church   (waypoint 25)
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Built on the site of the Crimea war graveyard of Russian troops (Bratskoie Cemetery), it was built at the end of the 19th Century.

Sapun Gor WW2 Museum   (waypoint 27)
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This WW2 museum commemorates the assault to recapture Sevastopol in 1944 from the Nazis. The museum contains a huge Diorama painting which depicts the heroic storming of the steep Sapun Gor ridge on which it stands.

This is virtually the same spot from where Lord Raglan stood and watched during the fateful Charge of the Light Brigade.

Vorontsov Palace Alupka   (waypoint 33)
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The palace was built by Count Michail Vorontsov and finished in 1846. When Vorontsov became Governor of the region of Russia that included the Crimea, he decided to build a residence overlooking the Black Sea coast. It mixes a variety of styles and influences, viewing the Palace from the coast you can see the Russian and Moorish influences, the side facing the mountains is in a Gothic style.

His father had been Russian ambassador to Britain for many years, and Vorontsov had been educated in England, so was familiar with English styles of architecture. It was little surprise that he would choose a well-known English architect Edward Blore, who had been responsible for work on sections of several British Royal Palaces.

 In 1945 during the Yalta Conference, Winston Churchill and the British delegation stayed at the Vorontsov Palace.

Swallows Nest   (waypoint 34)
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Built in 1912, the Swallows Nest castle is located about 12kms West of Yalta and is regarded as the symbol of the Southern Crimean coast. Designed by the architect A. Sherwood, it stands on the very edge of a 120 foot cliff overlooking the sea and consists of a platform on which the main building stands with a high turret crowned with crenellated ramparts and decorated with gothic pinnacles. It was originally built by a German industrialist who wanted his summer villa to resemble a castle on the Rhine.

In 1927 an earthquake hit Yalta and part of the cliff face underneath the Swallows Nest fell into the sea. Lockon actually has that piece of rock at the base of the cliff. The building was closed for many years, restoration work started in the 1970’s and later it was re-opened as an Italian restaurant. It is one of the most expensive in Yalta, dinner for two plus local wine will set you back over 60 Euros.
Khan’s Palace, Batchiserai  - Tartar (16th C)   (waypoint 36)
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The palace was originally built in the early 16th Century, and additions made during the next couple of hundred years. The Mausoleum contains tombs of the Crimean Tartar Khans, the Mosque on the site was built in 1740. The famous “Fountain of Tears” was built in 1756 for Khan Krim Gerei who was heartbroken after the death of his favorite harem girl. The Palace has been renovated in the 19th and early 20th Centuries. The Khans of the Crimean Tartars ruled the region from the early 13th Century till the late 18th century (although from the late 15th Century onwards, the Khannate was under increasing Turkish influence / interference).  In 1783, during the reign of Catherine the Great, Russia annexed the Crimea as the power of the Turkish Empire waned.

FC Tavriya Locomotiv Stadium   (waypoint 37)
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Sudak Fort – Genoese 14th C   (waypoint 39)
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The Genoese were one of several great Italian trading city-states. Both the Genoese and the Venetians had established Trading Charters from the Crimean Tartars. The Genoese were already established along the coast at Feodosia and had been trading with the town of Sudak, but in 1365 their troops seized the town and the Fort was built soon afterwards on the high ground to the West in a commanding position. 

The attention of the Tartar Khan at that time was occupied by the threat of the Russians from the North. In dire need of support and money to wage his war against Moscow, he was forced to accept Genoese control over larger and larger parts of the coast of Crimea. For his first campaign against Moscow in 1380 he hired mercenaries including from the Genoese at Sudak. Over the next 20 years the Genoese extended their influence and effectively controlled the whole Crimean Black Sea coast, consolidating their position by a number of treaties with the Crimean Tartar Khans. 

The Genoese were finally pushed out of Crimea by the Ottoman Turks around 1476, losing Sudak, Feodosia and their other bases. 

The Rock with a Hole in it   (waypoint 40)
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Useful sites.

http://blacksea.free.fr/
http://www.sevastopol-adventure.com/
http://www.xenophongi.org/crimea/crimea2.htm
http://www.lapshin.org/crimea/
http://www.sevastopol.info/eindex.html
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/x-ussr/ukraine.html






