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Welcome to Issue No.2

Happy New Year to all Members.

With the New Year now upon us it is very
pleasing to look back at 2016 and see
what a success it has been for The People’s
Mosquito with many new members
joining The Club.

As you browse through this edition you
will see we have shared members’ letters
which have been received in the past
year. We thought it would be a nice idea
to share them with fellow members, so
with the permission of the letter writers
we have included them for the first time
in this edition of the Journal. We would
like to make this a regular feature so if
you have any stories you would like to
share, albeit your own or stories told to
you, together with any photographs,
we would be most pleased to receive
them. Please get in touch with me at
membership@peoplesmosquito.org.uk

We are looking forward +to the
forthcoming year and to welcoming more
new members to The Club. If you find
yourself struggling with gift ideas please
remember you are able to purchase a
membership as a gift.

| hope you enjoy browsing through the
Journal and enjoy your membership
throughout 2017.

Thank you.
Sandra Pickford,
Club Membership Secretary,
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We are currently looking for articles and other
material for Issue No. 3, which will be published
in April. If you want to contribute a story, an

article or photographs for inclusion, please
forward these, by 28th February, to Sandra at
membership@peoplesmosquito.org.uk.

The People’s Mosquito Club

Cover image:
‘Across the Coast’ by Jeremy Whitehouse (detail)

Copies of this print (23" x 16.5”) will be available on our stand at events this year.
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A message from our Chairman

Dear Members,

Happy New Year and welcome to the second
edition of ‘Mossie Bites’, the quarterly journal
of The People’s Mosquito Club.

2017 marks 75 years since the ‘Mossie’ entered
squadron service with The Royal Air Force. As
well as celebrating this landmark the whole
team will be striving to take the project to
a new sustainable level and for this we will
be setting our target to fund the fuselage
this year! No small task when you are talking
£600K, but the tangible sight of those classic
smooth lines we believe more people will
envisage the aircraft back to life and support
us. Therefore | may ask of you to work with
us to push the ‘Fuselage Fund’ hard this year.

As we pledged in the first edition of the
journal ‘The Club’ is aimed to give you more
news of the project first, share information,
member events and offers. Well, in terms
of ‘news first’, we can share with you two
significant updates.

”../.t /.5 Of First of all we have
. some exciting news
/mPOrfant which, for reasons

. . you will appreciate
hIStorlca/ later, I cannot
re/evance disclose fully at this

stage. Apologies for
this, but what we can
share is that it is of

a fantastic
resource...” important historical
relevance and also

will provide a fantastic resource for our
project and put us more on the ‘Map’ within
‘Mosquito Community’! Sorry for this teaser
but as Club Members we will be sharing more
details with you exclusively in the future. We
will be announcing this news at our planned
launch and press conference at The Royal Air
Force Museum Hendon in March. Naturally as
Club Members you are invited! Dates to be
confirmed soon.

Secondly, on the anniversary of the launch of
our Club, in fact on the Club’s first birthday,

we thought it
appropriate to
have a party!
So please mark
May 20th in
your diaries!
You are all
invited to
the first ‘Club
Members' Day’
at East Kirkby
in Lincolnshire. Former RAF East Kirkby is the
home of Avro Lancaster ‘Just Jane’ and The
People’s Mosquito is a close friend of this
project. We are delighted to announce we
will hold the first event in the main hanger
at East Kirkby with ‘Just Jane’ providing a
fantastic backdrop to our day. We will issue
details of planned events and guest speakers
very soon, but for now add May 20th to your
diaries!

Thank you once again for your donation and
for joining the Club and for your continued
support - ‘Together We Will Get Her Flying!’

John Lilley,
Chairman & Managing Director,
The People’s Mosquito

January 2017




The National Cold War Exhibition by Ross Sharp

It may seem to be a little odd, but | intend to
cover the Royal Air Force Museum'’s outstation
at Cosford before the main museum at Hendon,
and - just like the London establishment - it is
such a huge venue that will have to be split
into sections.

The museum at Cosford began as a storage
area for items that could not be easily
accommodated at Hendon, and as the RAF
Museum’s main conservation area - the
successor to RAF Cardington (we’ll cover that
work separately). Obviously, aircraft and other
objects move between the two sites, and this
allows each museum to be ‘refreshed’ from
time to time.

Now blossomed into a full-fledged museum in
its own right, Cosford has set themes, a general
collection, and, something the Hendon facility
no longer has, some externally displayed
aircraft (discounting the ‘plastic’ Hurricane and
Spitfire at Hendon, and their attendant RAF
Marine Branch displays) . As well, Cosford has,
housed in a specially constructed building, a
magnificent collection of aircraft, vehicles and
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missiles and more telling the story of the Cold
War; this is what we will concentrate on, first.

The National Cold War Exhibition was opened
in February, 2007 in a purpose-built, multi-
level display building of futuristic design. The
architects certainly managed to get away
completely from the WW2 and 1950s era
hangars which house the remainder of the
collection.

For those of us who lived through the height of
the Cold War, this exhibition brings back many
memories, some
of them rather
frightening. I
remember, as
a young man,
being just
outside the
perimeter of RAF
Finningley when
four Vulcans
were scrambled
in a thick cloud

“The museum
at Cosford
began as

a storage
area...”




of black exhaust smoke; all you hoped for was
that it was not the ‘real’ thing. You can relive
that very experience by watching a Vulcan
scramble video, which plays inside the bomb
bay of a Vulcan B.2. ; a H.P. Victor K.2 is nearby.

The Cold War exhibition makes surprising
use of the vertical axis. Many museums have
aircraft hanging from the roofs of larger

hangars, but this

building mounts
. angles, and a

War is boldly
very eye-catching.
Pioneer, a H.P. Hastings and a prototype
in existence, and a very fine Canadair Sabre F.4,

//
The story .
aircraft such
Of the Co/d as the Hunter
T.7A at extreme
Lightning F.1 in a
'vertical climb’ -
told... in
There are rarities
aplenty, too, such as a Scottish Aviation Twin
‘Skybolt’ air-launched ICBM. | must admit that |
am drawn to the only complete Vickers Valiant
which reminds one that the RAF was a Sabre
user!

However, exhibits from the ‘opposition’ are
there too, with both a MiG-15bis and a Mig-
21PF on display.

The story of the Cold War is boldly told, with
interactive displays and civilian and military
artefacts being used, and flash points such as
the Cuban Missile Crisis being well covered.

All in all, it would be easy to spend most
of an afternoon studying this fascinating
assemblage of objects including naval missiles,
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AFVs and civilian exhibits. The National Cold
War Museum at Cosford is simply ‘required
reading’ — and yes, there is a fascinating online
version!

www.nationalcoldwarexhibition.org
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How to salvage a crashed Mosquito by Ross Sharp

It falls to few Royal Air Force Squadrons to make
the last operational flight of a truly iconic RAF
type, but No. 81 Squadron managed that feat
twice, with both the Spitfire (in the shape of a
PR.XIX) and the de Havilland Mosquito (with a
PR.34a).

j: _ Post-war, following an

= L earlier disbandment,
No. 81 Squadron had
been stood up again
by the renumbering of
No. 684 Squadron at
RAF Seletar, Singapore.
This iteration of the
Squadron - from 1st
September, 1946 — was
initially equipped with
the Spitfire PR.XIX then
Mosquito PR.34 (and some PR.34a) aircraft
which were added to enable ultra-long missions
to be accomplished. No. 81 was designated the
Far East Reconnaissance Squadron, and as such
began to undertake a large amount of strategic
reconnaissance and aerial survey work. Among
those areas surveyed were parts of Thailand
and Java. The range of the Mosquito PR.34 —
and especially the PR.34a - allowed 81 Sqgn to
cover an immense area, even as far as Northern
Australia to the south-east and Japan to the
north.

The outbreak of the Malayan Emergency on
16th June, 1948 caused a huge upsurge in
operational activity for the Mosquitoes of
81 Sgn. Their part in the air warfare over the
Malayan Peninsular — Operation Firedog -
included aerial surveys and target identification
for Royal Air Force and Commonwealth units
such as Bristol Beaufighter TE.Xs of 45 Sgn, RAF,

and the excellent Avro Lincoln B.30/30As of No.
1 (Bomber) Squadron, RAAF. Incidentally, the
campaign was officially labelled an ‘Emergency’
rather than a ‘War’, as to have called it the latter
would have invalidated the extensive claims
made by the Malayan rubber and tin industries
against Lloyds insurance companies.

It was during the period of ‘Operation Firedog’
that a serious accident occurred to one of 81's
Mosquitoes. RG262 burst a tyre and swung
on landing at Kuala Lumpur Main on 10th
September, 1954. After colliding with a group
of trucks, it came to rest, as you see here.
Originally built as a PR.34, it was issued to 540
Sgn, then passed to 237 OCU. RG262 was one of
a small batch of Mosquitoes later selected for
conversion to PR.34a standard, after which it
was taken on charge by 81 Sqgn.

Sadly, the impact with the parked trucks caused
the death of one of the drivers. The pilot of
RG262 was

unharmed, but

the navigator

was injured;

looking at the

way the aircraft

nose has

been torn off,

this is hardly

surprising.

We are very fortunate in that Peter Elliston,
Royal Artillery (attached to 656 Sgn) was on
hand, and able to provide us with this stunning
image of the 81 Sgn machine.

All damaged/crashed aircraft, if they are not
able to be recovered for repair, are subject to
a salvage operation in situ. This can include the



safe removal of all ammunition/pyrotechnics
(if carried), radio/radar equipment and other
sensitive items and other major reusable units
such asengines. Here we see asmall salvage team
working on the wreck of RG262. As you can see,
the fuselage hatch is already open to give access
to the rear camera installation and other items.
However, that has clearly not proved adequate,
and a large rectangular opening has been cut
in the upper fuselage, to make the process of
stripping out salvaged components easier. It is
obvious that the aircraft was assessed as being
beyond repair at this stage.

Another interesting point to note is that
the dinghy box has already been removed
from its location on the spine of the aircraft,
immediately behind the cockpit canopy.
These boxes were a ‘line replaceable’ unit
(see photograph of dinghy box construction)
containing a crew dinghy, complete with its
related CO2 inflation cartridge. As such, they
would have been recovered, if possible. One of
the three members of the salvage crew has just
removed the clear-view blister from the top of
the cockpit canopy - this was a common feature
on late-model Mosquito bombers and photo-
reconnaissance machines. The blister would,
again, be an item that could be returned to unit
stores. Access to the cockpit, with its many re-
useable instruments and gauges, would follow.

Two more technicians can be seen working on
the starboard Rolls-Royce Merlin 114. It was
customary to recovery the Merlins from a crashed
Mosquito if they were in reasonable shape and
accessible, as these were very valuable engines
and could, in many cases, either be refurbished
or yield very useful spares.

Fourteen months
later, on 15th
December, 1955, and
one month after the
first Gloster Meteor

PR.10  replacement
aircraft began to
arrive, PG314, a
PR.34a of 81 Sqgn,

performed the very

last operational flight

of a de Havilland

Mosquito in RAF service, as part of the ‘Firedog’
mission. Thus ended a long and illustrious Royal
Air Force frontline career for the Wooden
Wonder.

The People’s Mosquito is immensely grateful to
the Members of 656 Squadron Association for
allowing us access to their archives and for the
reproduction of their photographs, as well as
throwing light on Mosquito operations in the
Far East.
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To Fly » To Educate * To Remember

Remembering - Douglas Frederick Withington

Mr John Simcox recently contacted
us about his father-in-law, Douglas
Frederick Withington who passed away
on 17th October, asking if any of our
members can add to his wartime history
with Mosquitoes.

“We know he joined the RAF in 1942
and after initial training and because
of his trade he was posted to 151
Repair Unit. We know that he worked
in Dingwall, Scotland at some time.
We would like to know more about his
work in the RAF and with Mosquitoes
and if there is anyone that you know
that may help us we would appreciate
this very much.”

Please contact us with any information
via info@peoplesmosquito.org.uk.

The family made a collection at his
funeral service and very kindly made a
donation of £300 to our funds.

Douglas’ service number was 1666913
He joined up on 28th September 1942

His effective date of release was 8th January 1946

His Official Discharge was 30th June 1959

His Date of Birth was 19th December 1920
Douglas passed away on 17th October 2016

"



Remembering - FIt Lt Ron Prankherd

Flight Lieutenant Ron Prankherd was born
in Ryde on The Isle Of Wight in 1921. He
lived over the top of his Father’s bakery in
the High St. called ‘Bettys’, before moving
to Cardiff living with his parents in their
other bakery called ‘Dorothy’s’, named
after his Mother.

Ron joined the R.A.F. at the 'ACRC' (Air
Crew Reception Centre) in London on
February 28th 1942 and finished as Flight
Lieutenant in 1946 at R.A.F. Leaming Bar,
doing one engine landing instructing
before his demobilization.

Ron was stationed at R.A.F. Hampton
Norris before he went to Canada training
on Harvards, then was at Medicine Hat,
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Club benefits

In our endeavour to offer more benefits to Club members, we are pleased to announce
that we have secured discounts for you at the following organisations:

Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre at East Kirkby. Upon presentation of
your TPM Club membership card you will given a £2 discount on entry price.

FIGHTING HIGH 20% off orders from the ‘Fighting High’ online bookstore,.
Please quote ‘Mosquito’ when placing your order at:

www.fightinghigh.com
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Affiliate Focus - Brussels Air Museum

The People’s Mosquito Affiliate programme was
set up to build mutually beneficial relationships
with interested and related parties across the
world. It will act as a means of exchange of
information between like-minded organisations.
Affiliates all have one thing in common - to
promote aviation, aviation history and a raising
of awareness of the aircraft preservation and
restoration movement. We will be featuring one
of our Affiliates in each issue of Mossie Bites.

Many European countries have a solid reputation
for cataloguing and displaying their aviation
history. Admittedly, some do a better job than
others, and Belgium can be ranked amongst
those.

The Brussels Air Museum is located in one wing
of the Royal Museum of the Army and Military
History, in the Parc du Cinquantenaire, near
the centre of the Belgian capital. This is a most
imposing edifice, dating from the latter half of
the 19th century and designed in grand style, and
on a large scale. It is as if someone had crossed
the Imperial War Museum, London with the
magnificent Victorian structure which houses the
Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester.

Given that the aviation museum’s first collector,

© Bussals Al IMUSEUIm)

Louis Leconte, had impeccable taste, and the
pick of captured German and Allied aircraft
from WW1 to boot, it is to be imagined that the
collection was put on a firm footing from the
very beginning. Indeed, it contains some early
gems, including a Bristol Fighter, an R.E.8 and a
locally-designed Hanriot HD.1 (another example
of this rare biplane fighter can be found in the
RAF Museum'’s collection).

Obviously, the emphasis is on Belgian-designed/
built aircraft (both civil and military) or examples
of those types which have served with the Belgian
Armed Forces, or fought over Belgian soil, or
Belgian coastal waters.

The WW2 era is splendidly represented, with
two Spitfires, a Fairey Battle (of course), an A-26
Invader, a Bristol Blenheim (Bolingbroke) and
much more.

The Anglo-Belgian agreement of November
18th, 1946 regarding the transfer of aircraft and
equipment by the United Kingdom to Belgium
included the formation of one night-fighter
squadron to be equipped with 22 Mosquito
NF30 fighters. Most of the Mosquito NF30s sold
to Belgium were WW?2 veteran, three of them
having claimed a total of four Luftwaffe aircraft.

As well as the NF.30s, the post-war re-equipment
of the Belgian Air Force led to the acquisition of
several other Marks of Mosquito. These included
the FB.VI, and its very rare variant, the FB(TT).VI,
the TT.3. These were active for a number of years,
post-war, and like the majority of NF.36 - their
immediate successor in RAF service — several were
fitted with an unpainted Perspex nose radome,
to improve the performance of their centrimetric
radar.

RK952 was built at Leavesden as a standard NF.30,
and powered by high altitude , two-speed, two-
stage Merlin 76 engines, which were fitted from



the 31st aircraft onwards. Following initial flights
on 22nd May, 1945, it was sent direct to store at
No. 10 MU, Hullavingdon.

In the immediate aftermath of WW2, there was
a steady demand for Mosquitoes of all versions,
from all over the world, and the usual pattern was
for de Havilland to buy back surplus Mosquitoes
(of all types) from RAF stocks, then sell them on to

S foreign entities who
It IS extreme/y were clamouring for
high-performance
fortunate that  aircraft. Just like the
nightfighters for
Sweden, the batch
one Of these of twenty six NF.30
. ordered by Belgium
MOSQU/tO NFE30 was send to Fairey
i . ., Ltd at Ringway,
still survives.... Manchester to be
refurbished before
delivery. This was basically because the parent
company was fully involved in ushering into service
the first generation of de Havilland jet types.
Assigned, on 4th September, 1953 to No 10 (Night
Fighter) Sqn/1 Wing at BAF Beauvechain, the newly
delivered ‘MB-24', was coded ‘ND-N' and wore the
standard late-War RAF camouflage scheme of a
Dark Green pattern on the upper surfaces over an
overall coat of Medium Sea Grey. MB-24 was the
last NF.30 to be delivered to Belgium, and was to
remain at Beauvechain for most of its short service
life, finally being withdrawn from use (the last
NF.30 in Belgian service) on 17th October, 1956.
It had served, mainly, in the unspectacular but
vital role of radar calibration, and as a ‘target’ for
other nightfighters on exercises. All the rest of the
Belgian NF.30 fleet were withdrawn towards the
end of 1953 due to heavily worn undercarriages,

as well as problems with their engine mountings.
It is likely that MB-24's late arrival in service, and
the fairly ‘gentle’ nature of its work led to its
survival.

It is extremely fortunate that one of these
Mosquito NF.30 still survives, representing, as it
does, the last Mark of Mosquito nightfighter to
see Squadron service in WW2. Also, it is one of
only two Mosquito nightfighters left in the world
(the other being Tony Agar’s superb NF.Il), and the
only one with a late-war or post-war ‘bull’ nose,
which would have carried an A.l. Mk X centrimetric
radar. Unfortunately, there are many instruments
that have gone missing, and the 4 x 20mm cannon
have been removed (quite likely for reuse in other
fighter types, on withdrawal from service).

Despite this, the aircraft is excellently presented
— having undergone at least two major periods of
restoration by volunteer groups - but it has been
grouped with ‘Piston — Bomber Aircraft’ in the
gigantic display hall, a group which includes the
Blenheim, Battle and the A-26!

We are heavily indebted the restoration team of
volunteersforthesurvival ofthisrareandimportant
aircraft, and they are to be congratulated on their
preservation work.

Despite the fact that the Military Museum has
had to impose admission charges since 2015, it
behooves every Mosquito enthusiast to try and
see the only example of this rare sub-type, a late-
war/post-war nightfighter!

Opening hours: 9.00 - 16.30 except Mondays and
official holidays.

For more infomation visit
www.brusselsairmuseum.be
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Dates for your calendar

Whilst we are still in the early stages of planning events for 2017, we thought that we
would share with you a preliminary list of airshows that we hope to attend, plus a few
talks that are being given by our directors. We will be looking for volunteers to help at
many of these shows, but also need help with transporting our equipment to the venues.
If you have either a van or a box trailer that you would be prepared to use to help us with
transport, or would like to help at any shows, please contact us at
volunteers@peoplesmosquito.org.uk.

Sunday February 12th - “The People’s Mosquito” talk by TPM’s Director of Finance, Alan
Pickford, in the Cirrus Room at The Aviator Hotel, Sywell. Lunch will be available from
12:00 with the talk commencing at 14:00. A range of TPM merchandise will also be available
to purchase after the talk.

For further details, please visit www.sywellaerodrome.co.uk/events.php.

Sunday March 19th - “Full Circle” talk by TPM’s Director of Operations, Bill Ramsey, in the
Cirrus Room at The Aviator Hotel, Sywell. Lunch will be available from 12:00 with the talk
commencing at 14:00. A range of TPM merchandise will also be available to purchase after
the talk. For further details, please visit www.sywellaerodrome.co.uk/events.php.

Monday March 27th - “A Display
Pilot's Story” talk by Bill Ramsey for
AIrACES at the Chichester Park Hotel.
The talk will start at 19:30. Admission
£3 for AirACES members, £5 for non-
members. For further details, visit
www.airaces.orq.uk.

Sunday May 7th - Shuttleworth
Season Premier Airshow, Old Warden.
This will be the first show of the
season for TPM, and our first visit to
Old Warden. For further details and
tickets, visit
www.shuttleworth.org/whats-on.

Saturday May 20th - TPM Club
Members Day, Lincolnshire Aviation
Heritage Centre, East Kirkby. A
celebration of the first anniversary of
the launch of the club. More details of
this exclusive event for Club Members
will be available shortly.



mailto:volunteers%40peoplesmosquito.org.uk?subject=
http://www.sywellaerodrome.co.uk/events.php
http://www.sywellaerodrome.co.uk/events.php
http://www.airaces.org.uk
http://www.shuttleworth.org/whats-on

Sunday June 11th - RAF M
Cosford Airshow. This g —— 2
will be our third visit to
this popular airshow in T S EOPLE'S MOSOUITO %, ssmams
the Midlands. For further == " yemr o T Al =
details and tickets visit R T T

. Join our ChRE

www.cosfordairshow.
co.uk.

Saturday June  24th/
Sunday June 25th -
Flywheel Festival, Bicester
Heritage. Our first visit to
this event that is hosted
by one of our affiliates.
Visit

www.flywheelfestival.
comformoreinformation.

Saturday July 8th -
RNAS Yeovilton Air Day.
Another first for TPM as we look to expand our coverage of shows in 2017. For further
details and to buy tickets visit

www.royalnavy.mod.uk/yeovilton-airday.

Saturday July 8th/Sunday July 9th - Flying Legends, Duxford.
Check www.flyinglegends.com for more information and to book tickets.

Friday July 14th — Sunday July 16th — Royal International Air Tattoo, RAF Fairford. Our third
visit to probably one of the UK'’s largest shows.
Tickets and further details can be obtained via the RIAT web-site www.airtattoo.com.

Saturday August 5th - East Kirkby Airshow - hosted by Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage
Centre. Having missed this show in 2016, we will be back again in 2017. More details will be
available from www.lincsaviation.co.uk/events/Whats-On! nearer the event.

Saturday August 12th/Sunday August 13th — 1940's Weekend, Ayscoughfee Hall Museum &
Gardens, near Spalding. We have received an invitation to attend this event in Lincolnshire.
Visit www.ayscoughfee.org for more information.

Saturday August 26th/Sunday August 27th — Rhyl Airshow. We hope to make our first visit
to this popular show in North Wales in 2017. We will definitely need volunteers to help with
this one! No additional information is available at present.

Saturday August 26th/Sunday August 27th - Wings & Wheels, Dunsfold. We plan on having
our own stand at this show in 2017, having had representation in the “Vulcan Village” in
2016. Further information and tickets can be obtained at www.wingsandwheels.net.

Saturday September 9th/Sunday September 10th - Scampton Airshow. With this show
making a welcome return, we will be in attendance as well this year.
Visit www.scamptonairshow.com for more information.

Saturday September 23rd/Sunday September 24th — Duxford Battle of Britain Air Show.
Yet again, we will have a stand at what is one of the final shows of the season, and one
that has proven to be a very popular show in the past. Further information and tickets can
be obtained from

www.iwm.org.uk/events/iwm-duxford/airshows/2017/duxford-battle-of-britain-air-show.
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The People’s Mosquito Merchandise

Our 2016 calendar is still available if
you haven’t got yours yet! (Or you
can think of someone who would
like one!)

Featuring thirteen stunning, rarely
seen photographs of the de Havilland
Mosquito in a number of variants
and markings, it's a super 300mm x
300mm, with full-width images and
plenty of room for all your notes and
appointments.

This spectacular collection of images
will make our Calendar 2017 a
magnificent addition to any wall.

Available at the special Club
Members’ price of £10 + p&p
(non-members £12 + p&p)

Get yours from the Club website here.

“WOODEN WONDER

‘A cider with serious bite’

From £2.80 for 500ml (other sizes available)
(Minimum order of six bottles + £7.95 p+p)
Available from

At e O
r f

ntlmu FRIM KI\IRI.H'r

CIDER 6.5% ABV

For every bottle sold Ciderniks Ltd. will make a donation towards The People’s Mosquito fund.

Got something to share?

We hope you enjoyed Issue 2 of Mossie Bites. \We are currently looking for articles and other
material for Issue No. 3, which will be published in April. If you want to contribute a story,

an article or photographs for inclusion, please get in touch with Sandra at membership@
peoplesmosquito.org.uk. The deadline for material to arrive with us is February 28th.



http://www.peoplesmosquitoclub.org.uk/2016/10/18/get-your-tpm-calendar-2017
http://www.tpmshop.ciderniks.com/products

